ECS 15, Introduction to Computers Winter Quarter 2011

Term Paper: Final Paper Guidelines

It's time to put together your final term paper! You shouldtfirgite a rough draft, in the format below. Then
polish your thoughts, ideas, and their expression untilar@satisfied you have done the best job you can. Write your
final draft, and turn it in.

Your paper should follow the outline presented here. Youdmriate from it, but if you do so substantially, you
should have an extremely good reason.

Title Page

Create a separate page with the title of your paper, your namail address, the course (ECS 15), the quarter and
year (Winter Quarter 2011), the instructor’s name (MathBjs), and the date.

1. Introduction

1.1. Topic

This subsection states your topic, or describes your nauasubject area.
1.2. Rationale

Please explain why you wanted to do this research in thisestios.

1.3. Additional information

Here, you should add any other related introductory mdteftai can add additional subsections if you need to.
2. Statement of Purpose

In this section, please present the questions your papkamgiver, and an overview of the organization of the
paper.

3. Basic Description

This section may have a number of subsections. Describetgpiain some detail. Your report should include
references to facts you learned in your research. Orgaigepoints in clear, distinct sections that describe things
like the technology, hardware requirements, user intedaar different software packages that you investigated.

You must also address the most important research questispscially how computers are being used to solve
problems in a particular field and why. For example, you comestigate how computers have changed the work
done in this field; did they enable work to be done more quiakigre thoroughly, or more accurately than before, or
did they even change the nature and type of work being done?

You can divide this section into subsections correspontbniggical categories, each subsection addressing a
different aspect of computer use in your field. Or, each sttitsecould address a small unit of a complex process.
What is important is that the section as a whole be logicatiyanized and easy to follow.

Important. You must cite a source for every major fact or statementigmgaction. This section should not contain
your personal opinions about these facts or statementse thidl come later in the paper.

4. Discussion

In this section, apply the insights you learned from the<lasthe topic of this paper. Consider the application
carefully. Give your opinions, and support them with fak@member, your opinion may not be “right” or “wrong,”
but it certainly will be “justified” or “unjustified!”

Please use your best judgement about what to include; yott m@mble to include everything, so please do not
try.

4.1. Factual review

This section should add your opinions about the materiaéatisn 3. Describe the strengths and weaknesses of
the approaches of the different applications or packagase@on your research and earlier knowledge of the area,
please point out areas that are not yet using computers bcaiiyns, but that would benefit from doing so.

4.2. Personal Assessment

In this section, use the points mentioned in section 4.1 ggsst directions that the use of computers in that area
should take. Some questions that might help you do this are:

e Are computers being used effectively in this field?

e Could computers and applications be used better, and ifosa? h

e Are the applications too complicated for novices? Are thgliaptions sophisticated enough for experts? What

do these applications lack? In what ways are the applicatiall designed?
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e Could the systems and applications be misused? What woeileftbcts of such misuse be? In particular, does
this application pose problems with respect to the privdgyessonal information? How?

5. Conclusions

On the basis of your research, is this application of comptetghnology appropriate and useful? Is it mature?
Could the application be improved or increased, or made raffeetive? This brief section should summarize what
you learned, and in particular explain what you want the ee&ullearn from your paper.

6. References

This section begins on a new page and contains all your refege journal articles, books, Internet resources, in-
terviews, videos, films, and so forth. The reader should betatbocate all quotations and other references, right down
to the correct page. Please format your references as ldeddn the handoufor mat of Citationsand References.

7. Writing the Term Paper

This section is not normally a part of a term paper. It seempsagpiate for this one, though.

This section begins on a new page after section 6 and tellsetiger what hardware and software was used to
create and print the term paper, and the number of words ifirthkeversion. If you used the computers in a campus
lab, just say which lab; you don’t have to describe the compuf you used some other computer (such as one at
your home), please tell us the name of the company that madBEh(for example, Dell or Hewlett-Packard) and
the operating system and version that the software ran Wdadows XP, Windows 7, Linux, MacOS 10.6, and so
forth).

Finally, please mention any particular problems you hadynyramusing stories, related to writing this paper!

Hints

Keep track of your references as you use them. Add the faltioit to a reference list. You can use a computer
file, 3x 5 index cards, or some other medium to record the citatiopoufdo not do this, you will find reconstructing
the list of references, and what you used each for, very diffic

As always, if you have questions, please see the instructifé, or send us email. We're here to help you.

What to Turn In

Please turn in a printed copy of your paper. Also, submit yord file, named “ECS 15 Term Paper.doc”, in
either Word 2003 or Word 2007 format, using SmartSterning: do not submit a file in any other format!

Grading

The progress report counts 230 points toward the 300 paintgoiur term paper (which is 30% of your grade for
the course). The points will be distributed as follows:

Tite . oo 1
CONteNt . . e 100
Proper citations for controversial or detailed facts . .............. 6
At least 5 references in bibliography . . T
Three references of at least 7 pages each TR |
Grammar:—1 point for each erromote: can be negatlve! !! ......... 25
Spelling: —1 for each newly misspelledword . ..................... 10
Title Page . . e 6
INtrodUCHiON .. . .o o 5
Basic desCription ... e 5
DISCUSSION .« .ttt ittt e e e e e e e e ——— e 5
CONCIUSIONS . . . e 5
References . ... .o 19
Notes on production....... ... i 5
Sty e 15
Electronic submission as describedabove .................... 10

When you submit your paper, we will look both at content and lyou present it. In particular, we will deduct
one point for every grammar error that your paper contaios. ¢an use the Word grammar checker with all style and
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grammar options checked (except “use of first person”, beegau can use “I"? or “we” in the paper) to find possible
grammar errors; but it does make mistakes, flagging peyfgctbd sentences as ungrammatical (especially passive
sentences), and missing grammatically incorrect senser@eplease check carefully.

Important note Remember, if you tell the grammar checker to ignore an etihen it will never highlight that error
again.
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